kay 28, 1958

Dy. Ilra A. Talford

Departmnt of inetomy

The Jeorge sashington University Scghool of Kadicine
1335 H, Stpeet, K, %,

7ashington 25, U, C.

dear Ur. Telford:

uir, lederberg has asked me to reply to your lsiter, since 1 have
bean siving the lactures in human wenetica to the madical =tudents for
the past two years.

it the time 1 Joined the msdical school faculty, thore was no de~
partment of medicsl genctics, and I was attached to the anatomy depart-
ment, This affilistion was natural begauss of the role of snatomy in
the nraclinieal reare nnd rlso hesavee grine wag zweilahle for an office
and laboratory in the naw anatomy building., at that time, two years ago,
! serionsly oconasidered takin: part in the instruation nposwam of the
anatony department, However, in the next fuw months it became olear that
oy own ressarch interests wonld hava to be sacrificed to dn 4-4s, 4nd the
ersation of a department of medical genetlcs made my relations with anatomy
abinyelr tawngpary, g an axcoriment, instenetisn 4n ~anaties hne haen
arafted on to the second semester anatomy course as 7 leaturse and dis-
evasions, av nlemented this vear by 3 lectures on senstise in rreventive
medlcine to the sophomores. LUr. iLederberg gave two of the freshuan lscturses,
o0 Matesomwntiniiity, alaronlial ramtica, and Yeratisg of anmatic cells,

{r the basis of the lagt two rears, wa hava csome to fael that thias kind
of lnstruction in genetics i3 seriousiy defective. There is no text suite
able for go ahort 1 onurse; most of the etudents hezin 2nd and the lactures
sssentially ignoraat of zenstlca, they resent the additional assignments
for wich thay raceiwe no cradit, 'Ciw 1s nc realation “atween the=e lectures
and the anatogy course for which they are reaponsibie, and we hive been un—
able o scnvay shet wa coneldar to ha tha bars fundgswentals of medieal
geastics in this amount of time., Ulscussions have been interesting, but
hagoiss 0f tha Tiatted hinlovicsd Mackarount of et of thae etidants, dis.
cussions cannot substitute for formal instrustion, reading, and problem
solving, '

‘s have therefora avoncesd to the curriculus anamittes = racuired onge
credit course in medical genetios ln the freshaan or sophowwre ysar, cover-
$rr tha areleosed motertal snd aneelamentad by digenrsion gactiong, o have
cousldered Hobertas or stera as the text, pending the publication of a bLook
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designed apscifically for such a medical courss. e do not know whether
this will be aoproved, but we are convinged that such a courss iz the
irreducible minimum for instructlon in medical penetics, and that the
sxperiance of the lumt two years should not he rensatsd.

The possibility of a requirsd pre-madioal course in medical genctice
hag also been considered, and although preferable if properly taught, con-
flicts with pressnt trends in medieal sducation. Pew universitiss give a
satisfactory undergraduate sourss in genetics for pre-medical students.
We are in favor of having many of the clinical amplications of sanotice
taught by the clinical departaents in connection with rounds and deaonstra-
tions, nroviding the students have a basic umderstanding of penstie nprinciples
by the end of thelr sophomore year. #e¢ are opposed to the fractionation of
basic instruction to the noint whare the student 1= naver required to demon~
strate a grasp of genstic fundamentals.

In additlion to the above mrogram, Dr. Lederberg glves an elective
course in microbial geneties and I siva a human genetics course primarily
for graduate students, but open to sophomere medical students., 4An 4. D.
thesia is now reqvired, and atudents mny eleet nroblems in medical penetics.
une of the freshmen who survived the lectures this year 1s beginning a
sumner fellowmshin on regceseive mussulur dyatrorhy in tha chicken snd mouse,

I hore that this will 2ive you an ldea of tha instruetion in ~anetics
at viisconsin., (I forgot to mention that Ur. Urow gives a sound course in
saneral penotics to undergradustes, which iz slectad hry shout 20% of our
medical stwients.,) Judging from discusslions at the sympnosium hers, many
other medical schools that of fer {nstruction in renetine have tried to ~et
by with less than ons credit of work. Froa our sxperience, thare is %00
little value in sich a sursrficial apmroach to’juatify burdening the medi-
cal student with it. However, with considerable simplification and omlssion,
I believe thet o one-credit course will provide n satisfactory foundation in
genstics for medlical stients.

sinceraly yours,

Newton E, ¥erton
NEM/ow

co- ean Bowers
J. Leadeypbers



